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m Leading Article

The Divine Knowledge in Sheikh Ishraq’s View

Ibrahim Rostami’

ABSTRACT

The present study uses a descriptive-analytical method to explain and analyze
the divine knowledge from the viewpoint presented by Sheikh Ishrag (Master of
lllumination). Sheikh Sohrawardi, unlike Peripatetic philosophers who regard
abstraction from matter as the criterion for being intelligent and intelligible,
maintains that “light” is the criterion for being knower and known, and since
God is the ‘light of the lights’ and absolute light, and the truth of light is nothing
except epiphany and the knowledge of perception is the very epiphany, God is,
thus, the very epiphany and knowledge. The Peripatetic philosophers adduce the
principle of causality to prove and explain God’s knowledge of things before
and after creation through described forms. Sheikh Ishrag, however, maintains
that the theory of Exalted God’s detailed knowledge of things through general
scientific forms that are essential elements of essence entails numerous
objections. The leader of illumination philosophy has a certain view regarding
God’s knowledge of things (both abstract and material) in practice, and explains
it in two ways — (a) proving the soul’s intuitive knowledge of itself, the faculties
and the body, and (b) analyzing the truth of vision. He believes that due to
Exalted God’s self-subsistent dominion of all beings and His illuminative and
causal attribution to them, ‘the light of lights’ has intuitive knowledge of
everything without needing any form or anything else, and the beings’ external
existence is the very knowledge of the necessary being. The writer continues his
article by analyzing and investigating Sheikh Ishraq’s view and explaining its
strong and weak points.

KEY WORDS
divine knowledge, Sheikh Ishraq, described forms, intuitive knowledge.
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An Investigation and Review of Allamah Tabatabaie’s Argument
for Proving the Existence of Relation

Sina Alawi-Tabar'
Ahmad Heydar-Pur®

ABSTRACT

Allamah Tabatabaie has proved the existence of ‘relation’ in external container
on the basis of analyzing the propositions of ‘external true composite
whetherness’ as well as affirming those propositions and conforming them to
external world. In this article, we first put forward Allamah’s argument for
proving the existence of ‘relation’ in external world through propositions, and
then, we mention four objections to Allamah’s argument. Among them, the first
objection (i.e. reason being more universal than the claim) is of more
importance. We continue our discussion by dealing with other views on
existence of ‘relation’ in identical propositions so that we may explain
Allamah’s view compared to the views of his critics in a better way.

KEY WORDS
proposition, existence of relation, identical propositions, proving the existence
of relation, Allamah Tabatabaie

\. Professor in High Levels of Seminary Schools; PhD of Islamic Philosophy and Theology
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w Leading Article

Similarity of Cause and Effect
in Mulla Sadra’s and Fakhruddin Razi’s View

Hamza Ali Bahrami®

Behnaz al-Sadat Tabibiyan’

ABSTRACT

One of the challenging discussions in Mulla Sadra’s and Fakhruddin Razi’s
philosophical school is similarity between the cause and the effect. Is the
similarity between cause and effect in Mulla Sadra’s and Fakhr Razi’s view an
accepted idea? Do Mulla Sadra and Fakhr Razi have common points in their
view of similarity between the cause and the effect or they have chosen different
viewpoints? In this article, we have answered the above questions by showing
how Mulla Sadra considers similarity between the cause and the effect as an
axiomatic and absolute idea and maintains that any effect does not result from
any cause, and that there is an order in the nature suggesting precise relations
among things; and on the other side, how Fakhr Razi denies similarity between
God and the creatures due to commonality between necessary being and
possible being as well as a restriction in God’s power, and considers it
inconsistent with Exalted God’s purifying position.

KEY WORDS
similarity, cause, effect, Mulla Sadra, Fakhr Razi

\. PhD of Theology and Islamic Teachings and Assistant Professor in Department of Islamkic Teachings; Isfahan
University (bahrame1918@gmail.com)
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The Methodology of Research in Mulla Sadra’s Philosophy
Hussein Karimi'

ABSTRACT

Every science that attempts to solve the unknown covers its path through a
certain method. There are four major methods for acquiring knowledge, and
each of them has its own limits and strengths. There may be some sciences that
use a certain method while some others use other methods. These methods are
as follows: rational method, transitional method, intuitive method, empirical
method. The nature of subject of a science determines the method used by that
science. Difference in methods can lead to the plurality of sciences. Any
researcher makes use of certain method or methods for resolving his own
problems. The philosopher Mulla Sadra is no exception. He would use his own
method to solve the philosophical issues. The main question here is pertaining to
the research method in his philosophy. Mulla Sadra claims that he uses rational
method for resolving philosophical issues, and this is proved by his actions.
However, we see the use of general intuition in the philosophical issues. Using
other research methods in Mulla Sadra’s works is not along with rational
method,; rather, it is in line with helping the philosophical issues to grow. Mulla
Sadra, in spite of using other methods, ends his issues finally with philosophical
method, and this is a philosopher’s task.

KEY WORDS
methodology, cognition, Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, reason, intuition.

\. Student in Level Three of the Specialized Center for Islamic Philosophy; Educator in High Levels of Seminary
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The Role and the Status of the ‘Steamy Spirit’ in the Relationship
between the Soul and the Body in the Philosophical Psychology
(Views Presented by Avicenna, Sheikh Ishraqg, Mulla Sadra)

Muhammad Qomi Awili’

ABSTRACT

The Islamic philosophers have accepted the idea of steamy spirit in the form of
an axiom and as an instance in philosophical psychology for proving their own
philosophical view, i.e. the intermediary role of steamy spirit between the
abstract soul and the material body. The steamy spirit is the thinnest and the
most delicate fluid matter in one’s body, produced from the tender humors in
the body. Islamic philosophers refer to the steamy spirit when they speak of the
body inclined to origination of the soul and immediately the place for operations
of the soul. Since the existence of the steamy spirit as an axiom and specifying
the related instances are accepted in proving the philosophers’ philosophical
theory, omission or nullifying the steamy spirit cannot impair the main
philosophical theory and the way the soul and the body are combined.

KEY WORDS
steamy spirit, the relationship of the soul and the body, spiritually originated,
spiritually survived, material abstract
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The Role of Thematic Philosophical Dictionaries in Research and
Preparing the Ground for Producing Knowledge

Hamid Reza Shir-Maleki'

ABSTRACT

An inquiry in philosophical texts can be done in two ways: literal search and
conceptual search. But a literal search alone cannot fulfill the needs of the
researchers and there is always a need to facilities for conceptual searches in
texts as well. One of the tools to achieve this goal is the thematic dictionaries
that make us much closer to the searches needed by researchers. In this article,
we have tried to explain how to analyze the contents of the philosophical texts
in the form of themes, indices, key words, and peripheral systems
(commonalities, synonyms, related words, etc.) in thematic dictionaries so that
we may clarify their extraordinary importance in facilitating research and
increasing precision in conceptual searches for researches and scholars in
philosophical sciences and producing knowledge.

KEY WORDS
thematic philosophical dictionaries, thematic classification, indexation, making
key words, conceptual searches.
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